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ABSTRACT. A junior homonym was detected amongst the Arachnida and the replacement name San-

dokan is proposed for Oncopus Thorell 1876 (Opiliones, Laniatores). Accordingly, nine new combinations

are herein proposed for all nine valid species currently included in Oncopus (Opiliones). In addition, we
propose the replacement name Sandokanidae new name for Oncopodidae.
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The genus Oncopus was described by Herrich-

Schaeffer (1855) with the type species Paidia citro-

sa Geyer 1832 by subsequent designation (Prout

1934) in Lepidoptera (Geometroidea, Geometridae,

Sterrhinae). This genus was originally proposed in

the Lithosiidae (now Arctiidae), but has since been

transferred to the Geometridae; its first published

use in this family appears to have been by Prout

(1934). It is currently a valid generic name in Lep-

idoptera (Scoble 1999). The genus Oncopus was

proposed by Thorell (1876) with the type species

Oncopus doriae Thorell 1876 by original designa-

tion in Arachnida (Opiliones, Laniatores, Grassa-

tores, Phalangodoidea, Oncopodidae). The name is

currently used as a valid generic name in Opiliones

as the type genus of the family Oncopodidae Tho-

rell 1876 (Schwendinger & Martens 2004). Both

usages of the name Oncopus are listed by Neave

(1940).

However, the name Oncopus Thorell 1876 is in-

valid under the rule of homonymy, being a junior

homonym of Oncopus Herrich-Schaeffer (1855).

Under the International Code of Zoological No-
menclature (International CZN 1999) it must be re-

jected and replaced. In accordance with article 60

of the International Code of Zoological Nomencla-

ture, fourth edition (1999), we propose to substitute

the junior homonym Oncopus Thorell 1876 for the

nomen novum Sandokan .

As a result of this, Oncopus Thorell 1876 is re-

placed with Sandokan new name. The following

new combination is established: Sandokan doriae

(Thorell 1876) new combination, along with eight

other new combinations for all nine valid species

currently included in Oncopus (Opiliones).

In addition to this, we herein propose the replace-

ment name Sandokanidae new name for the family

name Oncopodidae because its type genus Oncopus
Thorell 1 876 is invalid and the type genus of a fam-

ily-group name must be valid.

SYSTEMATICS
Order Opiliones

Family Sandokanidae new name

Oncopodidae Thorell 1876:134 (as Oncopodinae).

Type genus.

—

Sandokan new name.

Remarks. —The name Oncopus has been used in

Opiliones as the stem for other family-group names,

currently in disuse, and should be automatically re-

placed with the new name and appropriate ending

if they are ever considered to be valid: Oncopodoi-

dea Thorell 1876 (Kratochvfl 1958:380, for a su-

perfamily). The infraordinal name Oncopodomor-
phi Silhavy (1961, p. 265) is not ruled by the

International Code of Zoological Nomenclature.

Genus Sandokan new name

Oncopus Thorell 1876:134-135, junior homonym
of Oncopus Herrich-Schaeffer 1855.

Type species .—Oncopus doriae Thorell 1876 by

original designation.

Etymology.

—

Sandokan is the name of the char-

acter of a prince-pirate from Borneo created by the

Italian writer Emilio Salgari (1862-1911), appear-
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ing in a series of novels starting with “I pirati della

Malesia” (1883). The gender is masculine.

Species account and distribution. —Nine spe-

cies; known from Thailand (extremely doubtful rec-

ord), peninsular Malaysia, Singapore, Sumatra and

its islands to the east and on Borneo, according to

Schwendinger & Martens (2004).

The following new combinations are proposed,

and all species are removed from Oneopus'.

Sandokan doriae (Thorell 1876) new combina-

tion. This name was given in honor to the marquis

Giacomo Doria, a man’s name. It is the same case

as the specific name “feae” (see below).

Sandokan feae (Thorell 1890) new combination.

The species name is based on the man’s name [Le-

onardo] Fea and, according to Latin grammar, being

a noun of the first declension it should form the

genitive -ae. According to the International Com-
mission on Zoological Nomenclature (1999) Article

31.1.1, a species-group name, if a noun in the gen-

itive case formed directly from a latinized personal

name, must follow the Latin grammar rules (cf. the

example presented therein for Poda). Therefore

“feae” is the correct original spelling (Article 32.2)

and must be maintained.

Sandokan hosei (Pocock 1897) new combination.

Sandokan lingga (Schwendinger & Martens

2004) new combination.

Sandokan malayanus (Schwendinger & Martens

2004) new combination.

Sandokan megachelis (Schwendinger 1992) new
combination.

Sandokan tiomanensis (Schwendinger & Martens

2004) new combination.

Sandokan expatriatus (Schwendinger & Martens

2004) new combination.

Sandokan truncatus (Thorell 1891) new combi-

nation.
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